
An Introduction 
to 

Watercolor 
Painting



Working with Watercolors

• Watercolor paint is a transparent media.

• Watercolor paintings consist of layers that 
are built up. 

• Watercolor artists use a variety of 
techniques to create a single finished 
painting. 



6 Watercolor Techniques

• Wet in wet
• Flat wash
• Graded wash
• Dry brush
• Layering
• Blotting 



Wet in Wet

Applying a layer of clean, 
plain water before applying 
paint. This gives the paint a 

soft, blurry look.

What objects might you 
want to paint using the wet 

in wet technique? 



Flat Wash
Applying a layer of color to 
a dry area and spreading 
the color evenly so that 
the the paint appears as 
one solid color with no 

variation. 



This artist used only 
the flat wash 
technique. 

Does this painting 
look realistic? Why or 

why not?  



Graded Wash
Applying a layer of 

color to a dry area and 
then gradually fading 

out the color by adding 
more water and less 

paint. 



When creating a graded wash, should you go 
light to dark or dark to light? Why? 



Dry Brush
Applying paint that 
is not thinned out 

with a lot of water to 
a dry area. This 

results in a darker, 
clearer line. 

Refined vs. Sketchy



Which areas of this painting did the artist 
use the dry brush technique? 



Layering

Building up color and value by putting down layers of 
color on top of each other. Bottom layers must be 

dry before applying the next layer. 



Layering cont. 

This technique is possible 
because watercolor paint is a 
_________________ media.



Layering cont. 

This technique is possible 
because watercolor paint is a 
____transparent___media.



Would you want to add more water or more paint to 
an area you want to appear lighter? Why?



Blotting
Lifting up some of the 

color by using a 
tissue or towel to 
soak up the paint.

This technique is the 
best way to “erase”.

Would you want to try 
to lift some of the 

color before or after 
the paint dries?  







Which of the 6 techniques did this artist use and where? 



Watercolor paintings do not always have to be soft, landscapes.  





Casey Wilen – Decateur



Andy Jones – Decateur



Me! 



Using 12” X 18” white, watercolor paper, pencils, 
and rulers, you will create a template which you 
will use in a future lesson to practice painting the 

eight watercolor techniques. 



Using watercolor paints, you will create a 
realistic, watercolor painting of two fall leaves.







Criteria
• Student stayed within the lines and background is clean

• Student used layering to develop details and intensity of color 
(colors are bright/dark enough, bumpy texture is evident).

• Transparency was maintained throughout the painting, no muddy or 
opaque areas.

• Student created accurate cast shadows that are a neutralized cool 
color and accurate in value (and showed layers).

** You must draw and paint at least TWO leaves. 



Step 1: Drawing



Draw leaves as you see them (at an angle).
*Do NOT draw them as if you are looking at them from above



Step 2: Light flat wash



Step 3: Light minimal detail



Step 4: Secondary flat wash
(slightly darker than first wash)



Step 5-finish: Build layers of 
washes and details 



Final Step: Shadows

Shadows should 
be a cool, neutral 
color.

Pay attention to 
layers and values 
within shadows.




