
What is the difference between 
“craft” and “fine art”?

Traditionally who were “craftsmen”? 

What is considered a “fiber art”? 



Fine Art:
•art (such as painting, sculpture, or music) 
concerned primarily with the creation of 
beautiful objects.



Craft: (Noun & Verb)
•An occupation or trade requiring manual 
dexterity or artistic skill

•To make or produce with skill, care, or 
ingenuity.  

Craftsman: 
•A person who is skilled in a particular 
craft.



Basketry

Basketry is the weaving of unspun vegetable fibers, 
usually to form a container. Baskets have been 
made from any wood, vine, leaf, or fiber that could 
be formed into a desirable shape.
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“Know the rules… so you can break them.”
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“I find this great problem that people are so 
inclined to think of textiles always in this 
useful sense. They want to sit on it; they 
want to wear it. And they don’t like to think 
of it as something that might hang on the 
wall and have the qualities that a painting 
or sculpture has.”

- Anni Albers



Objective: 
• Create 3 “sample” baskets using 3 different 

techniques: coiling, random weave, twining.

• Create a final basket using 1-3 of the 
techniques previously learned. 



I can…

• Make a work of art without having a 
preconceived plan. 

• Make artistic decisions between materials and 
techniques to create a finished artwork. 

• Explain the difference between “craft” and 
“fine art” and explain how the two have 
changed throughout time. 



Criteria:

• Student used their time wisely everyday and showed 
dedication to the process. 

• Student used their technique(s) correctly and consistently.

• Student attempted to create a work that is unique, creative 
and/or innovative.

•
• Artwork is finished and presentable. Student demonstrated 

craftsmanship. 
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Resources: 

• Nathalie Miebach

• Sopheap Pich

• Nationalbasketry.org

• Contemporarybasketry.blogspot.com



John McQueen

“Technical 
knowledge 
allows the 
freedom to 

expand and get 
away from the 

expected.”

- Else 
Regensteiner


