
Developing Your Inner Artist
An Exploration and Analysis of Personal Style



What does it mean for an artist to have a 
“Style”
• How does an artists style define them? 

• How is style defined by your aesthetics, personality, interests, 
or life experiences? 

• How can style impact how the world perceives you and your 
art? 
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Objective: 

• To analyze, reflect on, and explore your own artistic style. 

• To research an artist whose style is similar to your own. 

• OUTSIDE OF CLASS: To create a short presentation about your 
artist. 

• INSIDE OF CLASS: To create an artwork that emphasizes and 
celebrates your chosen artist’s style and, more importantly, your 
own. 



Step 1: Research YOU!

• Referring to the lists you made at the beginning of the year 
(likes, dislikes, and aesthetics), write a short paragraph 
describing your artistic style. 

• What do you like? Which elements and principles do you 
always use? What is your dominant media of choice?

• Create a folder (google folder, file on your desktop, Pinterest 
board) of artworks YOU HAVE CREATED that show your style. 



Step 2: Research ARTIST!

• Find an artist who you like BUT who also shares a style similar 
to your own. 

• Artist can be living or dead. 

• Artist should be established enough so that you can research 
them fully later on. 

• Add images to your folder of their work. 



Step 3: Artist Presentation

• Objective: to research and SHARE an artist whose style is similar to 
yours.

• 15 points – 5 slides, basic artist info, pictures/videos 

• Please keep presentation to 5 minutes (or less)

• Teach us all something new! 

• Create this presentation on your own time. DUE: WED, OCT. 3RD



MARIAN	BIJLENGA

Color	Grid	
Stitched	Fabric
2017
52	x	54	cm

“I	make	one	element	and	give	it	
a	place	on	my	wall	and	then	I	
make	another	element,	so	the	
work	grows	until	I	like	it.”



• Dutch	

• Studied	textile	design	at	the	
Gerrit Rietveld	Academie in	
Amsterdam	

• Initially	inspired	by	calligraphy	
and	letters

• Nature

• Interaction	between	positive	
and	negative	space



I	am	fascinated	by	dots,	lines	and	
contours,	by	their	rhythmical	

movements	but	also	by	the	empty	space	
they	confine.	Instead	of	drawing	on	

paper,	I	draw	in	space	by	using	textile	as	
a	material.	I	work	with	thread,	fabric	and	

horsehair,	fish	scales	and	parchment,	
materials	which	are	soft,	light,	flexible	
and	open	to	endless	development.	For	
me	transparency	is	a	prerequisite.	By	

leaving	some	space	between	the	
structure	and	the	wall	the	object	is	freed	
from	its	background	and	interacts	with	
the	white	wall.	It	becomes	what	I	call	a	

“Spatial	Drawing”
Color	Dots,	Zeeland	Spring
Horsehair	and	Fabric
2009
95	x	95	cm



Horsehair	and	Fabric
2013
96	x	100	cm



Color	Study
Sandpaper	and	Oil	Paint
2018
28	x	24	cm

Color	Study
Sandpaper	and	Oil	Paint

2017
109	x	51	cm



Step 4: Create your Rubric 

• How do you want me to grade you? 

• What is important to you? What do you want the viewer to see? 
What qualities or characteristics am I looking for? 

• Complete the criteria worksheet by MON, SEPT. 17TH



STEP	5:	Create	your	ART!

• Using	your	own	aesthetics,	interests,	and	style	AND	your	chosen	
artist’s	style,	create	an	artwork.	

• You	may	use	any	media	(except	ceramics…sorry).

• Final	artwork	DUE:	FRI,	OCT.	5TH



Letters
Rachel Angus



Letters
Arrangement #1
Summer 2018
Mixed Fiber Media
51” x 32”



Letters, Arrangement #2, Summer 2018, Mixed Fiber Media, 7” x 117”



A
Summer 2018
Willow, Waxed Linen, Embroidery Thread
4 ½” x 4 ½”



L
Summer 2018
Willow, Waxed Linen, Embroidery Thread
7” x 2 ½”



R
Summer 2018
Caning, Reed, Embroidery Thread
4” x 4”



G
Summer 2018
Rope, Raffia, Embroidery Thread
3 ½” x 3 ½”



J
Summer 2018
Rope, Waxed Linen, Embroidery Thread
4” x 1 ½"



Letters is a series of 26 small, fiber artworks. The 
shape of each piece was inspired by the negative spaces 
created within letters and the colors were inspired by my 
specific synesthetic associations. Different fiber techniques 
were utilized, but the use of colored embroidery thread unifies 
them. I believe having a variety of possible arrangements 
makes this piece a living, breathing artwork that can adapt to a 
variety of settings. They can be formal, whimsical, or set on a 
table to be picked up and played with. 

This artwork was inspired by Marian Bijlenga’s fiber 
installations. Her use of multiple, unique pieces, placed 
together to create a whole was intriguing to me and it seemed 
like an interesting challenge. 

Overall, I am somewhat satisfied with this artwork. I 
enjoy most of the individual pieces, but presentation and 
photography could definitely be better. I one day hope to 
display this installation in a public setting so that it can truly 
shine. 


